
         

 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

BC Bioenergy Municipal Collaborative Helps Province Address Greenhouse Gas Reduction 
through Nanaimo-Based Landfill Gas Collection and Utilization Workshop 

 
VANCOUVER, BC –January 12, 2009  
 
The BC Bioenergy Network, a provincially-funded leader supporting the growing bioenergy sector in 
British Columbia, Cedar Road LFG Inc., a gas utilization facility at the Nanaimo landfill, and the 
Regional District of Nanaimo are pleased to announce the establishment of the BC Bioenergy Municipal 
Collaborative. The Collaborative is hosting the BC Bioenergy Network Municipal Collaborative 
Landfill Gas Collection and Utilization Workshop in Nanaimo on January 13 and 14.  
 
In cooperation with the BC Solid Waste Management Association and the Pacific Carbon Trust, the BC 
Bioenergy Municipal Collaborative has organized this one-and-a-half-day workshop to  provide 
information, best practices, and potential funding sources for landfill gas collection and utilization 
options for over 40 participants representing solid waste departments, elected municipal representatives, 
suppliers, and funding partners.  The workshop is taking place at the Coast Bastion Inn in Nanaimo. 
More information is available at www.swanabc.org.  
 
Background 
 
In March 2009, BCBN supported an investment of $400,000 in the Cedar Road facility to complete and 
expand the commercial applications of its $3 million dollar landfill-gas-to electricity conversion facility 
at the Regional District of Nanaimo landfill site.  This is the first gas utilization facility in the small-to-
medium-sized landfill category in the Province.  To help disseminate best practices to other small-to-
medium-sized landfills a Collaborative Development and Demonstration Centre (CDDC) was 
established with the parties.   
 
The BC Ministry of the Environment’s recent legislation will require landfill gas collection and 
utilization plans and deployments to be in place by 2016.  The original CDDC parties have now 
expanded to include the Union of British Columbia Municipalities and another small-to-medium-sized 
municipality, the Regional District of Fraser Fort George.   

The objective of the BC Bioenergy Network Municipal Collaborative is to: 

(a)  identify and demonstrate best practices at small and medium sized municipal waste landfills 
across BC; and 

(b) effectively and efficiently share that information to interested stakeholders in BC 
principally, and thereafter in Canada, and beyond. 

 
“We are committed to supporting innovative solutions like this that will help municipalities convert 
landfill waste to clean energy,” said Blair Lekstrom, Minister of Energy, Mines and Petroleum 
Resources. “These types of partnerships demonstrate British Columbia’s leadership in clean, renewable 
energy while reducing emissions and creating new jobs.” 
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Partnering for a Greener Future 
Future 

 
“We are thrilled to work with municipal and solid waste leaders to help reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and accelerate the implementation of bioenergy in the province,” says Michael Weedon, 
Executive Director of the BCBN.  “We supported Cedar Road’s project and the establishment of the BC 
Bioenergy Municipal Collaborative as a means to share economic and environmental information about 
effective landfill gas utilization across the Province and to create a showcase for new technology 
demonstration.” 
 
“The Regional District of Nanaimo supports the development and implementation of innovative projects 
that encourage industry, municipalities and other stakeholders to work together to more efficiently use 
landfill gas.” said George Holme, Chair of the RDN Regional Solid Waste Advisory Committee. 
“Participation in the Municipal Collaborative enables us to work with our partners to share the RDN’s 
innovative practices with others while significantly reducing our own greenhouse gas emissions.” 
 
“As the operator of the utilization facility, Cedar Road is committed to advancing this private public 
partnership model. The expanded CDDC will invite new stakeholder participation and support the 
parties in reaching our shared objective to showcase waste to energy solutions for the bioenergy sector’s 
advancement” said Paul Liddy, Managing Director of Cedar Road LFG Inc.  
 
About the BC Bioenergy Network  
Established in April 2008 with a $25 million grant from the BC government, the BC Bioenergy Network 
is an industry-led network that acts as a catalyst for deploying near-term bioenergy technologies and 
organizing mission-driven research for the development and demonstration of new bioenergy 
technologies. BCBN focuses on the value streams from solid wood residues, pulp and paper residues, 
harvesting and pelletization, agriculture residues, municipal wastewater, municipal landfill waste, 
municipal solid waste, and community heating-electricity greenhouse systems. For more information 
about the BCBN, visit http://www.bcbioenergy.ca 
 
About the RDN 
 
The Regional District of Nanaimo consists of four municipalities and seven rural Electoral Areas located 
on mid-Vancouver Island. The RDN’s 17-member Board of Directors works to ensure that services are 
delivered on a cooperative, region-wide basis, or within selected local areas. These services include 
solid waste management, sewage treatment, growth management, public transit, fire protection, 
recreation and parks, water supply, building inspection and bylaw enforcement, general administration 
and emergency planning. 
 
About Cedar Road LFG Inc. 
Cedar Road is a member of the Suncurrent Group of Companies (established in 1981). The Nanaimo 
facility is a commercial landfill biogas to electricity Inependent Power Producer (“IPP”), with a mandate 
to advance and lead demonstration and development in bioenergy sector.  The Nanaimo, BC company is 
striving to become a location base in the America’s for new utilization technologies and processes that 
will find channels to domestic and export markets through enablers focused on installing clean energy 
alternatives. 
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Partnering for a Greener Future 
Future 

For further information, contact: 
 
Michael Weedon, Executive Director 
BC Bioenergy Network                                              
Tel: 604-891-1257 or 604-805-2115 
Michael.Weedon@bcbioenergy.ca 
www.bcbioenergy.ca 
 

Sandy Ferguson, Director of Marketing 
BC Bioenergy Network  
Tel: 604-891-1260 or 778-385-2750 
Sandy.ferguson@bcbioenergy.ca 
www.bcbioenergy.ca 

Paul Liddy , Managing Director 
Cedar Road LFG Inc 
Tel: 250 816-2250 
pliddy@suncurrent.ca 
www.suncurrent.ca 

Carey McIver, Manager of Solid Waste 
Regional District of Nanaimo 
Tel: 250-390-6539  
Clmciver@rdn.bc.ca 
www.rdn.bc.ca 

 
 


